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A VOICE FROM IRELAND, 



4-c. 



After a long season of misrule, commensurate at 
least with English domination, Ireland has at length 
put forth her voice, and in accents sufl5ciently loud 
and intelligible to make herself heard and under 
stood. Whether it will be responded to by our le- 
gislators is still a matter of doubtful speculation ; 
and the more so when we consider the deeply-seated 
nature of the disease, and the limited view that is 
taken of it by statesmen in general* That the case 
is an urgent one seems to be generally admitted, al- 
though the spirit of procrastination that hovers over 
our councils betokens a cloudless atmosphere rather 
than one that is charged with the elements of civil 
strife. 
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With a fine country and a grateful soil affording 
every *iad vantage for cultivation and commerce, and 
with a hardy race of people, easily aroused by a 
sense of wrong, but susceptible of the kind and ge- 
nerous feelings, nature seems to have thrown away 
her choicest gifts, and to have inflicted a curse upon 
the land instead of a blessing. Yet it is not the 
work of nature but of misgovernment, arising really 
but not necessarily from British connection ; the re- 
sult of bad policy and of unjust laws, originating in 
ignorance and rapacity, and persevered in from the 
same causes. Whether the condition of the people 
would have been materially improved had they re- 
mained independent is now only matter of specula- 
tion ; but as the capabilities of nature are the same 
in Ireland as in England, there is no reason to sup- 
pose that civilization and improveroaat would not 
have taken the same course, the facilities for both 
being equal. Something, indeed, may be laid to 
the account of the reformation in religion, which 
made but small progress in Ireland ; but the practical 
working of the two systems, when united with state- 
policy, is not 80 widely difiierent as to produce th« 
enormous d4st)arity between the two countries twhich 
some religious zealots may imagine. 

In order to illustrate the subject we will suppose a 
case. The island of Great Britain shall be con- 
quered by some European nation, the Russians for 
instance, who shall plant a colony, and partition the 
lands of the natives amongst their own nobles. The 
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Greek re%ioQ as a matter of course becomes estab- 
lished by lawy witii fiall possession of the tithes and 
other church-property, no person of any other faith 
being allowed to acquire land, to be eligible to serve 
in any department of the state, nor to lesume ajjy 
cominand naval or military; for the Greek Ckurch 
being that of the state is paramount to the religion 
of the majority. Can it be supposed that under such 
circumstances Jjfegland would be the prosperous 
country she now fe ? Or rather, would not the land 
groan beneath the burden of its taskmasters, and 
the people become mere hewers of wood and draw* 
ers of water? Yet just so has it been with Ireland. 
Treated as a conquered country, ike land confiscated 
to foreigners, tith^ and churchrproperty alienated to 
the clergy of a diffi^ept religion, the natives reduced to 
a state of villanage, proscribed the right of acquire 
iag property or of holding any other than menial 
offices in the land that gave them birth, it is not sur- 
prising that ignorance and poverty should overspread 
the people, nor diat they should pant for an oppor- 
tunity of hurling vengeance upon their oppressors. 

That the condition of the Irish people was exactly 
such as is here described is within the recollection of 
persons now living ; and the statute-book will pro- 
claim it to posterity. }( their political state has un- 
dergone some amelioration of late years, it has been 
doled out too grudgingly and evi4^t)[y too lat^ to be 
ipf any essenjti^ bw^fit. Besides, thqir lo«g accu- 
mulated wrongs have struck too deep into the spilj 

B 2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



and have entwined too closely around the fabric of 
English society to warrant the hope that Ireland will 
ever by concession acquire a government founded on 
the laws of nature, of reason and of common sense. 
I wish for the sake of both countries that it may be 
otherwise, for they possess interests in common; 
and if governed by equal laws and just institutions 
there would be no impediment to a cordial union. 
But we are not to be misled by the fair speeches 
and fair promises of mistaken men, any more than 
by the vapouring of those who He in wait to deceive. 
The wounds of a nation may be cauterized, but we 
miscalculate if we think by a local application to 
cure a disorder that is generated in the system. We 
may close the wound in one place, but the disease 
will break out in another. To grapple with it effec- 
tually requires not only talents and penetration, but 
a degree of moral courage that falls to the lot of few 
statesmen ; for there is much prejudice to overcome, 
and many adverse interests to deal with. The paci- 
fication of Ireland can be effected by no ordinary 
mind; it must be the triumph of reason and justice 
over bigotry and selfishness. 

" Who sees her dismal wrongs but would demand^ 
What barbarous invader ryled the land ? " 

Short-sighted politicians are too apt to over-rate 
the value of a particular measure which however just 
and proper in itself, is only of partial benefit, and 
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confined in its operation. The Catholic Relief Bilt 
was a case of this sort. Sanguine men lauded it as a 
talisman, that was to quiet discontent and produce a 
harvest of human happiness ; and they were led into 
this error by some who were too cunning to undeceive 
them. Although predicated as a final measure, (and 
its full and comprehensive character warranted the 
term so far as the subject-matter of it was concerned,) 
yet those who took a larger view of human afiairs 
knew well that it would neither instruct the ignorant, 
feed the hungry, nor clothe the naked ; that it left a 
nation of Catholics under the legal control of a hand- 
ful of Protestants ; and that it overlooked those ques- 
tions of internal policy which are of more importance 
to a people than an attention to the squabbles of ad- 
verse sects. The measure was in itself only an act 
of justice, a partial restoration of rights that had 
been withheld by legal violence, so ill-timed indeed 
as to be a surrender of power that could be no longer 
retained, the grace of concession being lost to the 
government and forced from it by a people greatly in 
advance in intelligence.* Such indeed has always 

* This measure, however, partook of the same sectarian spirit 
that mars all our legislation, and renders it so far inoperative. By 
one of the clauses Roman Catholic legislators were restrained from 
Toting upon any measure affecting the Church of England, as if 
they were sent to parliament by tbeir constituents to waive their ci- 
vil rights and become the puppets of a religion they abhor. But a 
provision so contrary to reason and common sense, although sub- 
mitted to from motives of policy, could not be otherwise than futile; 
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been the case with those legislative acts that are sty- 
led concessions, but tectgived as rightd. Louis XVIII 
is said to have granted a charter to the French peo* 
pie, as the price of the Restoration; but this act of 
royal condescension will be inscribed upon the page 
of history as a specimen of the ludicrous. 

" Wh« gives cotietrained, but his own fear reviles. 
Not thanked, but scorned, nor are they gifts but spoils." 

If the Irish were called into existence as an inde- 
pendent nation free from the control and interference 
of foreigners, there can be no doubt that with good 
institutions, their natural advantages combined with 
those which are to be derived from knowledge and 
science, would enable them to advance in civilization 
and refinement as rapidly as other nations under the 
like circumstances. But to obtain these results, it is 
not necessary that Ireland should be separated from 
British connexion, which might be made advanta- 
geous to both countries. All that is Wanting is a pa- 
ternal government, equal laws, and facilities for de- 
veloping the natural advantages of the country, and 
the capabilities of its inhabitants. In order to this 
there lare obstructions that require to be removed, and 

and it gave a bounty to deoeptioB by encouraging those evasions 
which will necessarily flow fn>oi a ^struggle between natural right 
and political subserviency.. So long m diurches famish a subject 
for legislation, men will exercise thmr inalienable right of deciding 
upon their merits all acts to the conMry fllotwtthttending. 
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nature must be assisted to unfold herself in the forms^ 
productive of civilization. Under an enlightened 
system of government Ireland which is now the weak- 
ness of England would become her strength, and 
possessing inter^ts in common would respond in at- 
tachment, superseding the necessity of physical re- 
straint to support a hollow imion ; a method as costly 
as it is barbarous. 

In spite of the oppressions under which my coun- 
trymen have so long groaned, they possess a sufl5cient 
share of political information to render them uneasy 
under their wrongs, and to inspire them with a, 
wish for rational improvement. For this they are 
to be commended, although not for the means they 
resort to in the expression of their displeasure. 
Scenes of violence and bloodshed cannot be contem- 
plated without dismay, but it is a state of things 
that flows naturally from a degraded moral and politi- 
cal condition, A people but partially civilized is re- 
strained with diflSculty even by wise and beneficent 
laws ; but when these are founded in palpable injus- 
tice they address themselves to the ruder feelings, 
and a sense of injury sharpens the appetite for ven- 
geance upon the oppressor. It is also deserving re- 
mark, that long continued feuds amongst a people 
living under the same dominion, especially when 
they proceed to acts of open hostility, can have no 
other effect than to produce a savageness of manneys, 
iand a lawlessness of conduct calculated to undermine 
all those ties that are essential to the stability of the 
social system. 
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It is quit^ impossible that so unnatural a state of 
things can continue much longer without compromising 
the peace of the whole empire. The union that ce- 
ments the relations between the two countries has 
been hitherto only nominal, and maintained purely 
by physical force as in the case of a dependent colo- 
ny- An union, to be perfect, must be founded in a 
sympathy of feeling and an amalgamation of inter- 
ests ; to be lasting, the people must be incorporated 
as well as their respective countries ; they must pos- 
sess the same political institutions and be governed 
by the same laws ; their feelings must be equally res- 
pected, and every thing in the shape of favouritism 
must be wholly discarded. Instead of treating them 
as slaves and outcasts, they must have free scope for 
their enterprise and industry ; in short, they must 
cherish respect for their institutions, and then they 
will feel an interest in their preservation. These, 
however, must be based upon reason and justice, as 
alone adequate to the purposes of stable and good 
government. 

The rapid tendency towards the disorganization of 
Ireland, has been traced by one sect of politicians to 
the plotting of priests and the aspiring views of poli- 
tical demagogues ; whilst others are equally confi- 
dent that another class of priests and politicians is to 
be held responsible for the mischief. Whatever 
ground there may be to regret the existence of so 
mischievous a state of things, it is quite certain that 
none but short sighted statesmen could make so glar- 
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ing a mistake as to confound the cause with the effect; 
and it serves to show how easily knowledge and ex- 
perience may be thrown away upon men, otherwise 
respectable, when they become the slaves of a system 
identified with their interests, or with long cherished 
political theories. When the embers of discontent 
are kindled through the varied ramifications of socie- 
ty, they furnish a natural hot bed for agitation, and 
any person possessed of superior moral power will 
create for himself an influence over his contemporaries 
in proportion to the strength of his abilities, and the 
value of the materials that call them into action. But 
discontent cannot prevail extensively without an ade- 
quate cause, and this may be traced most generally 
to unjust laws, ' or to oppressive government. If we 
do but trouble ourselves to look beyond the surface 
of things, we may find sufficient cause for popular 
discontent without the aid of any disagreeable agita- 
tor whom it may have chanced to call into being. The 
course of nature, unaided by violence, will remove 
such from the stage of existence ; but so long as the 
wounds of a nation are allowed to fester, there will 
never be wanting capable persons to exhibit their hu 
mours to the public gaze. 

So far as we can judge by present appearances, 
Ireland seems to be the theatre upon which are to be 
decided all those great principles concerning the na- 
ture of government which have been obscured by ig- 
norance, or perverted by selfishness and bigotry. 
The political errors that have had such a withering 
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effect upon the people call now so loudly for redress 
as to supersede every other question in importance ; 
and upon the course that legislation shall take in this 
matter the destinies of the whole empire are in a 
manner suspended. Ireland is now no longer that 
insignificant portion of the British dominions which 
can justify with impunity an ignominious treatment 
from the hands of its rulers. With a native popula* 
tion sufficiently numerous to assert its independence, 
impressed with a strong sense of political degrada- 
tion, united in one faith, and influenced hy a power 
that can easily bring them to act together for a com* 
' mon purpose, it is the path of wisdom, no less than 
of sound policy, to repudiate all those distinctions 
which serve to keep up separate interests in different 
portions of the empire. It is only under the foster- 
ing care of beneficent institutions based upon the 
principles of justice and impartiality, and a recog- 
nition of equal political rights, that we can hope to 
quiet discontent, or to govern a people through any 
other medium than the ruinous one of brute force. This 
ungracious mode has been tried long enough to expose 
itsfolly, and to teach us that the liberty so highly prized 
by one class of people is equally good for another. 

This anomalous state of things has necessarily 
forced the ecclesiastical establishment into the fore- 
most ground as one of those master grievances that 
requires an immediate removal. With a hostile po- 
pulation, it is absurd upon the face of it to keep up 
SQ expensive a machinery by a tax upon those to 
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whom it yields neither pleasure nor profit. Although 
the interests of religion be the pretence, none but 
the infatuated can suppose that they are at all 
served by so monstrous an abuse ; and the cause of 
Protestantism suffers materially by it. As an instru- 
ment of conversion it has wholly failed, and indeed 
lost ground, for the adherents to this system have 
not kept pace with the population. Had the Presby- 
terians received the same encouragement from the 
government as the episcopal church, the effect 
would, in all probability, have been widely different, 
and we should have had a well-taught Protestant 
population to deal with, as in Scotland, instead of 
an uncivilized race of Catholics. But it was the po* 
licy of the civil power to persecute this party at the 
instigation of the church-rampant, and we are now 
reaping a full harvest of consequences. If bigotry 
were not as blind a& a bat, its mischievous policy 
would be as apparent as the savageness of its cha* 
racter. 

Whatever advantages the Church of Ireland may 
be' supposed to possess, and really possesses, for those 
clerical idlers who draw their incomes from the coun- 
try to spend in the fashionable towns and watering 
places of England, all the real service which it is 
calculated to effect may be performed at a much cheap- 
er rate, and through a less offensive process. Cer- 
tain it is that until something be done to set this 
question at rest for ever, and there is but one way in 
which it can be done effectually, both countries will 
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be kept in a state of injurious excitement, the v^heels 
of government will be clogged undeir whatever minis- 
try, and the other business of the country will continue 
at a stand stilL We are now arrived at a crisis when 
it becomes statesmen to look this monster fully in the 
face. It is of no use to trifle with the people by at- 
tempting to prolong its existence under a less obnox- 
ious form. The times for reformation are passed al- 
ready. Nothing short of the entire downfall of this 
political vampire, which has lived but too long upon 
the blood of the people can now satisfy the demands 
of justice, or meet the real wants of the case. How- 
ever startling to the nerves of timid statesmen, the 
doom of the church, as a political institution, is seal- 
ed, and if it be not allowed a quiet death, the vials 
of wrath will overtake it to the uttermost. Pro- 
testantism whether episcopal or presbyterian, must 
henceforth stand upon its own merits, and seek no- 
thing in the way of exclusive patronage, which has 
been hitherto a foil to its success. 

Those who have watched the course of argument 
employed by politicians upon this subject, cannot 
have failed to notice the extremely narrow ground 
upon which it is built. The interests of a whole na* 
tion are supposed to be wrapped up in the patronage 
of some twelve or fifteen hundred persons bearing 
the name of Protestant clergymen, whose fate is to 
rule that of eight millions of people. Representing 
as they do but a tenth part of the nation, they are 
made by a political fiction to represent the whole ; 
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and in and for them the remaining nine tenths live 
and move and have their being. It is upon this ab- 
surd hypothesis that legislation takes its course. The 
Irish people when weighed in the balances with a 
Protestant hierarchy are found lighter than vanity ; 
and it is in subserviency to this monstrous usurpa- 
tion upon the rights and liberties of mankind, that 
they are allowed a political existence. 

Looking at the subject gravely, it is not surprising 
that human nature should rebel at such a perversion 
of justice, such a mockery of government. If nations 
are to be considered in the light of slaves, subject to 
the caprice of political factions, or the assumed 
superiority of this or the other sect of religionists 
upon the presumption of a patent from heaven for 
their opinions, then it may be all very well to treat 
them as such ; and it would be only honest to let 
them know it, that they may resign themselves 
patiently to their hapless fate. But if men are not 
beasts of burden created for the purpose of being 
ridden by a few favourites of fortune, whether of 
heavenly or of earthly origin ; if they are possessed 
of those physical powers and intellectual faculties that 
are usually assigned to them; if government be an 
expedient arising out of the wants and infirmities of 
our nature, intended to supply the one and to coun- 
teract the other ; if the object of political institutions 
be the attainment of those social benefits which are 
precarious in the savage state ; and finally, if reason, 
justice, and humanity are of any value in the direc- 
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tion of human affaird, then thosd who are entrusted 
with their management are imperiously called upon 
for those measures which can alone secure the bene- 
ficial results* 

It has been the misfortune of this great empire 
that its destinies have been ruled too much by a 
class of men who deserve no higher apellation than 
that of petty statesmen ; and such are all those who 
view mankind through the narrow medium of sect 
or party, sacrificing national objects to religious 
rancour or political favouritism. Hence it is, that 
they have acted as a dragchain upon improvement, 
repressing the energies of the people, stifling or cor- 
rupting their finer feelings, and resolving the art of 
government into a system of chicanery, intrigue and 
deception. If the country has risen to a state of un- 
exampled prosperity, if knowledge and science have 
made their way by rapid strides, and if a moral tone 
has been impressed upon any portion of society, these 
things have fallen out in spite of the government, by 
the natural force of human power breaking through 
the fetters that have been forged for its restraint, by 
unwise and impolitic legislation. From this serious 
charge neither of the great political parties that have 
led the people of this empire can claim an eji:emp- 
tion. If the proofs were wanted, they are to be 
found in every debate upon ecclesiastical affairs, in 
which the broad outlines of ancient errors furnish the 
materials for hostile feeling and unmanly prejudice. 
The natural result is partial, unjust, and inefficient 
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legislation, an alienation .of mind from the autlK>rs 
of such folly, and a dissatisfaction with those poli- 
tical institutions that interfere wilii a government for 
national purposes. 

The struggle now maintained by the aristocracy 
and its retainers to exclude the people of Ireland 
from any share in governing themselves, is but a 
continuation of the old exclusive system, based upon 
sectarian and antinational prejudices, and terminat- 
ing in political favouritism. By concentrating 
instead of difiusing the powers of government, it 
seeks for nothing more nor less than a practical des- 
potism, to be exercised by those who may chance to 
possess the seals of office ; a despotism be it observ^ed, 
not of one man partaking of the qualities of a pater- 
nal government like some of the small states upon 
the continent, but a despotism of party, carried on 
through the medium of an exclusive body of ecclesi- 
astics, and that representing only a small fractioinal 
part of the community. Such a scheme of govern- 
ment is the more odious, because, it is attempted to 
be perpetrated through the forms and under the 
mask of liberty, and it is tJie more dangerous, be- 
cause, so far as the great body of the people is con- 
cerned, it involves to all intents and purposes an ir- 
responsible power. 

There is also much hypocrisy mixed up with the 
matter ; for in spite of all the noisy zeal for protest- 
antismi, it is quite evident that state-craft involving 
also church-craft has much more to do with it than 
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religion. But if it could be shewn that the feeling 
displayed is purely of a religious character (as may 
be true of a few fanatics) an(J that church of Ireland- 
ism is the best devised system that the wit of man 
has invented, still, it would be quite beside the pur- 
pose, for it so happens, that the people think other- 
wise, and their religion being the best in their own 
apprehension, they have a perfect right to set up the 
same pretensions for it as the men of the dominant 
church. 

But the population is Catholic, and people of that 
religion, we are gravely told, are unfit to be trusted 
with local governments, from which they would ex- 
clude the Protestants. This is only saying in other 
words, *'You Catholics when you have the power 
will act towards us Protestants precisely in the same 
manner that we have been acting towards you ; and 
as we happen to possess the power, we will keep it 
as long as we can.*' If political institutions are to be 
regulated by the narrow conceptions of rival sects, 
the design of government is lost, and the longest 
sword must prevail. No man in his senses will con* 
tend that Catholics, as such, have not as much right 
to the advantages of civil government as Protestants, 
or that they are less competent to exercise their rights. 
Forming as they now do an overwhelming majority 
in Ireland, it is natural that the largest share of 
power should fall to their hands; and they are en- 
titled to it upon the same principle that Church of 
England Protestants engross the larger share of power 
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in England. If they turn it against the Protestants, 
it will be owing ehiefly to the hostility which these 
have cherished towards them, and it may require a 
generation or two befbre the religion of wrath, com- 
mon now to both parties, shall be superseded by that 
of kindness and good feeling. In other countries 
where the government is sufficiently strong to keep 
them from quarelling, the two parties notwithstand- 
ing the exclusive character of their tenets, live in 
harmony together. It has been the baneful policy 
of the British government to create a distinction of 
castes amongst the people by exclusive laws and pri- 
vileges, followed by a long and fruitless attempt to 
dragoon them to one uniform set of opinions ; excit- 
ing the jealousy and ill will of those who suffered by 
such distinctions, and exposing itself to mockery for 
conduct so utterly opposed to every thing like reason, 
the use of which was in fact the only pretence for a 
reformation. 

It has ever been a prevailing idea amongst Church 
of England Protestants, that they are the only peo- 
ple upon earth who are entitled to hold the reins of 
government. Upon what pretence so monstrous a 
notion could have been founded, is beyond the pro- 
vince of reason to comprehend; but the history of 
our country, confirmed by a reference to the Statute 
book, to say nothing of the writers for the establish- 
ment sufficiently attests the fact. To confirm the 
arrogant assumption, clergy and laity have played 
into each others hands, imposing upon the deluded 
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multitude by setting up their own narrow turnpikes to 
the next world, in order to establish a solid authority 
ip the one we are now concerned with. It is there- 
fore in perfect consistency that they prescribe faith 
and submission to others, seeing they ^re precluded 
the necessity of practising those duties themselves. 
If reason had any thing to do with government, the 
fallacy of such a claim would be immediately appar^ 
ent, but as ignorance and credulity go together, kna- 
very is always sure to make its market of them. Ro- 
man Catholics, in rejecting reason when opposed to 
church authority, act consistently however absurdly 
in their proscription of other sects; but Protestants 
who appeal to it in theory whilst they discard it in 
practice, are less excusable. That churchmen are 
wiser, or better instructed in the art of government 
than other people, are points that will not be readily 
conceded; although they have certainly taken the 
most effectual methods to shut out knowledge from 
all but themselves. The scheme however has not an- 
swered. Man, although born like a wild ass's colt, 
will fain be wise; and in spite of all the impediments 
that are thrown in his way by absurd monopolies he 
will prefer knowledge to ignorance; and if he cannot 
slake his thirst at a party-coloured fountain that 
sends forth sweet waters and bitter, he will seek 
another stream not liable to the same heavy toll. In 
the natural world, God dispenses his favours impar- 
tially, He causes his sun to rise upon the evil and 
upon the good, and his rain to descend upon the just 
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and upon the unjust. Human governments order 
their affairs somewhat differently, and claim a divine 
patent for reversing the order of nature. In the days 
of ignorance, the fiction succeeded by virtue of its 
own inherent power, but since the spell has been bro- 
ken, it has been found necessary to bring more 
earthly weapons to its support. These however will 
prove feeble bulwarks to a system that is opposed to 
nature, whose secrets it is the business of knowledge 
to unfold. As men grow wiser, which they will do 
in default of the learned lumber that is dealt out to 
them in the exclusionary schools, they will find out 
that gove:fnment is only useful in so far as it is ren- 
dered applicable to the exigencies of human nature, 
for the developement of man's physical powers, the 
cultivation of his intellectual faculties, and the sub- 
jection of his moral nature to the great purposes of 
his social existence. Nations will then learn that 
they possess rights in common, which can be forfeited 
only by the commission of crime ; that whatever va^ 
rieties exist in their creeds, their colour or their oc- 
cupations, these affect not their relation to the state, 
which protects all equally, and dispenses its favours 
impartially, without respect to person or party. 
Whatever claims to civilization may be advanced by 
any people, they have made but small progress in it 
until they have learnt to respect that liberty in others 
which they would claim for themselves. 

The extension of popular institutions to Ireland 
upon the principle of pure nationalty, that is> without 
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respect to sect or party, would no doubt be fatal to 
Protestant ascendancy, as it would in any country 
where the Protestants are in so decided a minority. 
But if this be an evil, it must succumb to superior 
claims, for men possess rights as members of civil 
society paramount to the pretensions of churches. 
To avert a calamity so much dreaded by the ascend- 
ant party, we are told that the mass of the people 
are ignorant, and priest-ridden, therefore incapable 
of political rights, and that to concede them would 
be only transferring the power from one party to an- 
other, or from bands the most capable to those that 
are the least so. This is the way that churchmen 
have always argued and acted, presuming upon their 
fancied superiority, and strutting about under the 
protection of exclusive privileges, to which they 
possess no rational claim beyond any other class 
of their fellow-subjects. As to the ignorance of the 
Irish, it is a matter that should have been thought 
of some century or two ago, and might easily have 
been remedied by a portion of those endowments 
which have been squandered so uselessly in pamper- 
ing a few idle ecclesiastics. Had the people been better 
instructed by those who were paid so profusely for 
that purpo&e, Protestants would not have reason to 
complain now of their being priest-ridden. The 
real truth is, that the Catholics have been active and 
diligent in their calling, whilst the clergy of the en- 
dowed church have been busied in counting the 
loaves and fishes. 
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Whether the systems of faith and worship adopted 
by Protestants, or the more uniform credenda of Car 
tholics be most consonant to the scheme of Chris- 
tianity, or whether its true design and spirit have not 
been evaporated in both, are questions wholly beside 
the real object of civil government. With the logi- 
cal disputes of theologians, which have given rise to 
contradictory formularies of faith, and with the va- 
riety of tastes as to traditionary rites and ceremonies 
it meddles not, and for a very obvious reason ; they 
are matters which concern only man's spiritualities, 
or his visions of another world, and are not likely 
to be decided before the day of judgment. Where- 
as, civil government is a temporal affair only, reach- 
ing to man's conduct in the present world, and pro- 
viding the best means for its regulation so as to 
prevent injury, and to produce the greatest amount 
of temporal good. 

I am far from wishing to undervalue the points in 
dispute between the rival parties. They are no 
doubt of more or less importance as affecting their 
hopes and expectations, and also as bearing upon 
national manners ; but being matters of speculation 
founded upon different modes of interpretation, or 
upon the testimony of tradition, they can be solved 
only by reason and research, not by civil authority. 
So absurd a mode of deciding controversies would 
never have been thought of but for the rich rewards 
with which it has been associated. Serving as so 
many baits to ambition, they have obscured the un- 
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derstandhig, weakened the moral sense, and de- 
stroyed the charities of life. Instead of fostering the 
religious feeling, and enforcing the mild tenour of 
Christianity, they have been the means of calling 
into play the worst passions of our nature, and of 
turning religion into a system of worldly policy. 
Whatever may be thought by politicians, this is ex- 
actly the light in which the Irish Church is viewed 
by serious Protestants ; whilst the Catholics consider 
it as no better than a political device to plunder 
them of their property under the pretence of 
religion. 

It is easy to p^ceive that the sudden zeal which 
has taken possession of Protestants, urging them to 
a new crusade against the errors of Popery, is 
prompted more by an anxiety for the ecclesiastical 
revenues which are supposed to be in danger, than 
by any religious consideration. Hence it is, that we 
hear so much of spoliation, and so little of the vir- 
tue of Christian charity. The difference between 
the two systems is far from being so great as some 
would wish us to believe. For setting aside a few 
tenets derived from the schoolmen, or from the ear- 
lier ages of the church, their symbols and their 
ceremonies are nearly the same, and their depend* 
ence upon tradition equally so. The pretensions of 
both also rest upon church -authority, derived from 
the antiquarian notion of apostolical succession; a 
cunning device for laying burdens upon men's shoul- 
ders too heavy to be borne. In spite of the boasts 
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saying ot Ohillingworth, which contains more sound 
than substance, the religion of Protestants (at least 
the state-division of them) is based wholly upon Acta 
of Parliament which prescribe what they are to be- 
lieve, and how they are to worship, as effectually as 
the Council of Trent has performed the same kind 
^office for the Romanists. It is also remarkable that 
the circulation of the Bible without the interpretation 
of the church is an object of equal jealousy and 
aversion with both; the Catholics requiring the assis- 
tance of a priest for the purpose, the Protestants a 
compilation of their priests called the Liturgy, or 
Book of Common Prayer. The tactics of both par- 
ties will be admired for their ingenuity in seeking to 
forestal the judgment add to entrap mankind into an 
implicit faith. 

We have had much noisy declamation about rob- 
bery and spoliation, although the less that is said 
about such things by Protestants the better; for It 
would be an awkward discovery in tracing the history 
of Church property if we were to find it wrested 
from the Catholics in the first instance, and given, by 
the civil power to its present possessors. Itniight 
then appear, that spoliation is by no means of mo- 
dem date, and some serious questions might arise as 
to how far the law of the land in this particular is in 
harmony with some late decisions in equity.* Upon 

* It has been ruled by the judges in the matter of Lady Hewley 
that property bequeattied for charitable purposes can be rightly ad* 
imnislered only by and for the benefit of persons hddmg the same 
religious tenets as the donor. 
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so ticklish a subject it would be wide in the clergy 
and their friends to abstain from provoking discus- 
sion, and to push forward the instruction of the peo. 
pie at some sacrifice to their own cupidity. The 
debates that have arisen upon the appropriation of 
church property are better suited to a conclave of 
priests than to an assembly of statesmen. So far as 
the principle is concerned, it is no longer a subject 
for debate, having been solved in England three 
centuries ago, and since then by the most Catholic 
states upon the continent. The power that took it in 
the first instance can take it again, either to restore 
it to its former possessors, or to render it more avail- 
able to the general interests of the people. It is too 
late in the day to set up the bugbear of sacrilege^ 
whieh cannot be committed by a whole nation, nor 
by a majority of its representatives. 

Church property is held in trust principally, but 
not wholly, for the instruction of the people; religi- 
ous instruction, no doubts originally, after the fash- 
ion of the Catholics, but diverted since then to 
another fashion in use by a particular section of Pro- 
testants. History teaches us, that fashions in religion 
change as in other things, and when this is the case, 
the state usually becomes the sponsor. The change 
in Ireland has answered only in the way of enriching 
a small number of privileged individuals, quite b^ 
side the intention of the founders^ and certainly 
without any extensive benefit to the people. A fur*- 
ther chqinge is therefore required by the circumstances 
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of the case, and as it cannot be expected to proceed 
from the interested parties, it must be taken in hand, 
as heretofore, by the state. Had the present system 
worked well, the Irish would not be the ignorant 
priest-ridden people they are represented, the one 
being the natural consequence of the other. 

It was formerly the aim of our wise legislators to 
fight priestcraft with its own weaponsi ; but the Pro- 
testant priests proved mere bunglers, and pocketed 
the pay without producing any trophies from the 
enemy. Within little more than a century the po- 
pulation of Ireland has nearly quadrupled, the in- 
crease being immeasureably in favour of the Catho- 
lics. This would scarcely have been the case, if the 
clergy of the endowed church had not slumbered at 
their posts, after exhausting their ingenuity in mak* 
ing war upon other' Protestants. The battle was 
fought in the reign of Queen Anne, but the blows 
were all on one side. One half of the Protestants 
then, as now, were Presbyterians, being the des- 
cendants of those who had taken refuge in Ireland 
from the persecution that awaited them in their own 
country under a Protestant government. Others 
had emigrated from Scotland after the revolution, 
from a spirit of commercial enterprize then rising in 
thatcountry , and employed their capital in the establish- 
ment of manufactures, and other pursuits of indus- 
try. Many of them having acquired wealth, ob- 
tained that influence in society which. is its natural 
consequence, finding their way into Parliament, and 
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the bench of mi^strates. As the two sections of 
Protestants when combined were greatly out^num- 
bered by the Catholics, although not in the same 
fearful disproportion as in the present day, the 
number of Catholics being then but a million and a 
half, it was their evident policy to livei in harmony 
together, for mutual protection against the common 
enemy. But so prudent and Christian a course was 
not on accordance with ecclesiastical politics, and 
state-craft lent its aid to xme of tilie parties to play 
the game of the Catholics. Although the episcopal 
party was in full enjoyment of all the church reve- 
nues, and engrossed every office of profit in the 
state, yet such was its grasping character that it 
could not slumber in peace so long as a vestige of 
honourable distinction was shared by other Protest- 
ants. The Irish Parliament having passed kn Act 
** To prevent the growth of Popery," the ministers 
of that pious queen, imitating the policy of former 
reigns, took care that its edge should be pointed 
against the Presbyterians ; and a clause for that pur- 
pose was inserted by the English cabinet. By this 
measure one half of the Protestants were placed by 
a single blow without the pale of the constitution. 
In the province of Ulster nearly all the magistrates 
were swept from the bench, and their places supplied 
by clergymen or raw adventurers. Many in conse- 
quence, left the country, and others who would have 
embarked their capital and industry there, preferred 
staying at home. The natural consequence of this 
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blunder in legislation was to divide the Protestants^ 
to raise up new enemies to the endowed church, and 
to alienate the affections of a larger portion of the 
people. The wise concocters of this new scheme for 
reducing the Catholics, if they did not succeed in 
their declared object, had reason to rejoice in its effi- 
cacy for weakening the Protestants, and for dreioii- 
scribing the motives to loyalty within the limits of a 
narrow monopoly. It required the experience of 
half a century and upwards to correct the errors of 
these insane bigots; but in the meantime, the Catho- 
lics grew and multiplied, whilst the bloated favour- 
ites of an exclusive system rioted in the smiles of 
fortune. 

It might have been supposed without any great 
stretch of credulity that the clergy of *^ the best con- 
stituted church in the world " would have been dou- 
bly diligent in the discharge of their duties with so 
much to encourage them. But not. so; many of 
them quitted their posts, or slumbered in their stalls, 
consigning their flocks to the care of strangers^ upon 
journeyman's wages. The benefit of clergy has 
been a most wholesome provision for such holy 
idlers in other senses than the legal one ; otherwise 
they would have stood in most dreadful danger of 
having the laws executed against them as receivers 
of money under false pretences. That the Catholics 
should have prospered with so fair a field before 
them is not surprising ; for they had not only the 
edge of oppression, but the apathy of their oppo- 
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nents to stimulate their exertions. It is only of late 
years that they have been aroused from their slum- 
bers by the enterprize of other sects; whilst an 
alarm for the safety of their revenues has imparted 
new life and vigour to their movements. But it is 
now too late to recover the ground that has been lost 
through the mistaken policy of former times, and 
it only remains to make the best use we can of a pa- 
pulation essentially Catholic. 

If any thing were wanting to shew the fatal effects 
of misguided zeal in narrowing the principles of 
government, it is furnished by the present state of 
Ireland. The exclusive church-policy has spread its 
contaminating influence through the veins of society, 
contracting the avenues to education, impeding the 
career of industry, and destroying those social feel- 
ings which flow from a free and friendly intercourse- 
It is also responsible for those unnatural limitations 
to the acquisition of property which, wherever they 
exist, can have no other effect than to entail poverty 
and wretchedness upon the many, amidst the abun- 
dance which they produce for the gratification of the 
few. The bitter feelings it has engendered through- 
out society, destrojring the peace of neighbourhoods, 
and placing men of different opinions in hostile col- 
lision with each other, serve to swell the long cata- 
logue bf evils which may be found in the train of 
this mighty engine of mischief, forged for the dis- 
turbance of mankind. 
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Ireland presents at this day the singular phenome- 
non of a richly endowed ecclesiastical establishment 
to which nine-tenths of the population are hostile in 
principle, and not a little so in practice. Yet to a 
system built upon so narrow and exclusive a basis, 
each one is bound to contribute his support; a reluc- 
tant one to be sure from those who not only derive 
no benefit from it whatever, but consider it an object 
of strong aversion. That the laws enacted for its 
protection should prove feeble bulwarks, is the natu- 
ral consequence of so vicious a state of things. Le- 
gislation to be respected must be founded in justice ; 
but no law can be just, that taxes nine-tenths of a 
nation for the exclusive benefit of a small sect, how- 
ever pompous its pretensions. 

There has been much fiery contention about the 
suppression of a few ecclesiastical sinecures to form a 
fund for general education. The possibility of a 
surplus arising from these suppressions has been 
stoutly denied ; as if a single living, not to speak of 
higher preferments, would produce nothing. And 
nothing certainly would be produced if the sinecures 
proposed to be abolished were transferred to the wil- 
ling hands of other recipients. These are a part of 
God's creation that are constantly crying **Give, 
give ! " and the indulgence of the state has ever re- 
sponded to the note.' Whilst the ignorant multitude 
have been imposed upon by false pretences, and 
others have been led away by their feelings, the 
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crafty politician has taken advantage of their credu- 
lity, and availed himself of a powerful succour in 
furtherance of his ambition. That which in reality 
is a civil question is ingeniously converted into a re- 
ligious one, because the passions of mankind are 
more easily moved in this way, and it supplies 
abundant materials for mystification. The contro- 
versy between Catholics and Protestants, which 
might be left to be settled between themselves, has 
been incorporated with political discussions, in order 
to divert the mind from the real question ; the rapa- 
city of Papists has been largely insisted upon, as if 
they were the only people in the world who cling to 
the temporal rewards of piety ; and we are gravely 
told that to devote the smallest portion of the 
church's revenues to the instruction of so blind and 
infatuated a people, would be a bounty upon error 
and superstition. In the minds of reasonable men, 
education would be considered as the most effectual 
cure for these maladies. But reason has a small in- 
fluence with those who have been trained in the arts 
of political jugglery. It has been the policy of 
churchmen to hedge round the avenues to know- 
ledge ; and when it has found vent in spite of their 
monopoly, they have practised the most deceptive 
methods to destroy its value. 

Much of the feeling now abroad upon this subject 
is akin to the old leaven of intolerance ; much of it 
savours of presumption. It is only by an act of legal 
violence that Protestants hold any portion of church 
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property* If equity were to arbitrate the matter, the 
whole, or nearly so, would be restored to the Catho- 
lics as the rightful owners ; or if the state be the trus- 
tee of property bestowed for national uses, which is 
the more rational view of it, then the whole nation 
may be made to reap the benefit without regard to 
those fluctuations in opinion, which are continually 
taking place in society. It certainly was never in- 
tended by the donors, that property bequeathed in 
Catholic times, should be transferred to a handful 
of people whom they would consider in the light of 
heretics ; a course of proceeding as monstrous in prin- 
ciple, as it is unjust in practice. This is such a 
mode of dealing with mankind, that nothing but the 
most odious bigotry combined with political motives 
could have enabled it to endure so long. We reproach 
the people for their ignorance and superstition, and 
make these a pretence for witholding from them their 
civil rights; yet for their barbarous condition, the 
vicious policy of a Protestant government is alone 
responsible. 

If any one should be weak enough to suppose that 
the foregoing remarks are dictated by any preference 
for the ambitious system that we call popery, and 
which has ruled the consciences of men with an iron 
hand for so many centuries, he is egregiously mis- 
taken. If in some respects more corrupt than the 
sister church in England and Ireland, the absence of 
state patronage has rendered it less injurious to the 
public interests, by disarming it of all pretence for 
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iiiterfering with the legislation of the country. So 
far it stands upon its own proper ground, and whilst 
it continues to appeal solely to its own merits as a 
passport to public opinion it will excite no hostile 
feelings in any but fanatics. It is different with a 
state church, armed with exclusive privileges, and 
obtruding its pretensions in the affairs of civil life. 
Far from trusting to its own merits, it seeks adven- 
titious aid, and passes off a political usurpation for 
the religion of the meek and lowly Jesus. With the 
doctrine and discipline of either church, it is not the 
present business of the writer to interfere. They 
are not questions for the arbitration of civil govern- 
ment, but rather of public opinion ; which if en« 
lightened by education, and unrestrained by legal 
enactments, will take the direction most agreeable 
to reason and utility. The disputes between Catho- 
lics and Protestants are never likely to be settled in 
any other way. They have both tried the effect of 
persecution, until they have emblazoned their own 
infamy. They have resorted to temporal allurements 
with no better success ; and the missionary tours of 
theological knights-errant have proved an equal 
failure. It is time therefore to attempt a more 
rational course for reclaiming men from their errors ; 
one that shall not interfere with their civil rights, 
nor with the christian precept of doing unto others 
as we would wish them to do unto us. It is too late 
in the day to set up a claim to infallibility ; yet such 
a patent should be made out before we attempt th^ 
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establishment of any creed that is worthy of being 
called national. In the absence of an immediate 
revelation to confirm such a pretension, we must be 
content to deal with mankind as rational beings, 
leaving to them the choice of their religion, as of 
their trades and professions. It is true, that all 
sects claim a divine authority for their respective 
creeds, and assert them with equal confidence ; but 
as it is impossible to settle their differences so as to 
give general satisfaction, a wise government will 
leave them all in the unmolested enjoyment of their 
good opinions ; and declining the thankless office of 
defender of the faith, will administer the affairs of 
the world with a view solely to the relations of men 
in civil society. 

It is not for religious, but for political and social 
purposes that men are supposed to combine together 
in national communities. The institution of an order 
of men for the performance of religious rites is a 
secondary object, not essential to the existence of 
government, although craft and superstition have so 
entwined them together as to identify their interests, 
and weaken the civil power by sharing it with the 
ecclesiastical. Knowledge of all kinds has suffered by 
the ill-assorted mixture, and most of all religious 
knowledge. This, to the uninitiated would seem a 
paradox; but history instructs us, that the nursing 
fathers of the church have been the tyrants of man- 
kind, and the state dispensers of religion have been 
Its great corrupters. Even if it were not so, a nation- 
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al religion is a mere fiction when it is powerless in 
producing uniformity, as must always be the case 
when the human mind does not lie stagnant. U is 
also injurious in aiming to keep that stationary, 
which nature intended should be kept moving. 
Truth is borne down by the load that is heaped upon 
it, and the human passions which should be trained 
to kindness, are steeped in the very gall of bitter- 
ness. 

Nothing that has been here advanced is to be in- 
terpreted as militating against the utility of an order 
of men set apart from the rest of the world as the 
teachers of religion. In this capacity they may be 
exceedingly useful in training the young and the 
ignorant, and in imparting a moral tone to society. 
It is the abuse of the thing only that is to be con- 
demned, and this abuse consists in taking them away 
from their proper sphere to swell the pomp of courts, 
to plunge them in political factions, and to desecrate 
their office by an unholy mixture with the secularities 
of the world : let them lay aside this amphibious 
character, and confine themselves to the piroper duties 
of their profession, and they will meet with all the 
respect andn^attention which a prudent zeal; and a 
single hearted sincerity never fail to command ^ A 
clergy thus circumstanced will be under nov tempta- 
tion to fight for political ascendancy, which the 
state reserves to itself. They will live in harmony 
with their fellow citizens undisturbed by the clashing 
of sects; controversies will lose much of their acri. 
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mony ; and with fewer temptations to distract the 
mind, they will find more leisure and inclination for 
the pursuits of learning and piety. 

Upon so exciting a subject as religion, a quality 
common to all sects, it is the path of wisdom to avoid 
every thing that can foment the bad passions or pro- 
duce a dangerous rivalry. Invidious distinctions 
between persons professing difF(6rent modes of faith 
have a direct tendency to produce this evil, which 
is not compensated by the support that may be de- 
rived from one party -because the strength that is 
thus acquired is more than^ counterbalanced by the 
weakness arising from the disaffection of others. The 
soundest policy id that which enforces the duties of 
impartiality and justice in the admihistration of 
civil affairs, and of neutrality in the religious con- 
tests of the people. A great statesman will rise su- 
perior to the narrow prejudices of cloistered bigots ; 
and instead of wasting the public time in a fruitless 
attempt to adjust the pretensions of rival sects, h6 
will merge all distinctions in the comprehensive 
graiBp of natioiiial legislation. 

Supposing ecclesiastical property to be taken pos- 
session of by the state as trusted for the nation, the 
first inqury is as to the mode by which it can be effect- 
ed with as little injury as possible to vested interdsts, 
for if the work be accomplished peaceably these must 
be respected. With regard to the fixed property of 
the church, such as bishop's lands, cathedral estates, 
glebes and such like, there is no difficulty, as the 
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course of nature would allow it to lapse gradually, 
when it might be realized for purposes to be stated 
hereafter. Its variable property consisting of tithes 
is a more formidable animal to deal with, by reason 
of their alienation from the church, and their trans- 
fer in numerous cases to lay-hands. Although this 
is a kind of property dependent upon labour in a 
given soil, over which the tithe owner in many cases 
possesses no controul, and might therefore be ren- 
dered valueless if suflTered to lie in fallow ; yet, as 
private property however vicious in its origin must 
continue to be respected, there is no alternative but 
to give the lay-rector a fair compensation for what 
he loses out of the other property of the church, the 
calculation of its value to be made upon all contin- 
gencies ; for tithes must be utterly abolished both in 
name and things. Much of this property, leased 
upon lives, still belongs to the Cathedral clergy; 
and in all such cases the lives may be allowed to run 
out without a renewal. This would be attended by 
no actual loss to the general fund, for, as the owner 
of the land lets it subject to the payment of tithe 
whether it goes into the pocket of the clergyman or 
the layman, it would follow the course of that spe- 
cies of property still remaining with the clergy. All 
tithe being tantamount to a rent-charge upon land 
must be dealt with accordingly. Its real value can- 
not be ascertained without an actual survey ; for the 
returns to Parliament being founded upon uncertain 
data, arising from private agreements often below 
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the real value, and these not always paid in full, are 
no guide in this matter. If a composition for tithe 
be no criterion of its value, neither is it so when 
taken in kind ; for to its extreme value in the market, 
must be added the cost of its produce to the farmer, 
for which five per cent would be a low valuation ; 
probably it approaches much nearer to double that 
amount. 

As tithes must be got rid of altogether, it is now 
too late to talk of either composition or commutation. 
Nothing short of actual redemption will satisfy the 
country, or meet the real wants of the case. This 
will rest with the landlord, to whom it has been 
proposed by all parties, to transfer the payment of 
tithes ; and the farmer being relieved froiii the 
burthen can aflFbrd to pay a higher rent. The mode 
of eflfecting so salutary a change is very simple, and 
may be done in one of two ways ; either by setting 
out a portion of land equivalent to the value of tithe 
in perpetuity at so many years' purchase, to be con- 
verted into capital at once, or by levying an annual 
land-tax, with the power of redemption, at the option 
of the landlord. The proceeds from tithe as fast as 
it becomes capital should be laid out in land or upon 
government securities, forming with the fixed church 
revenues one general fund, the trustees being the 
chief ministers of state for the time being. For the 
management of this property, it would be necessary 
to create a new department of government, the chief 
to be called * ' The minister of public instruction for 



Digitized by 



Googk 



38 

Ireland/' who should have a seat in Parliament, If 
he be a Peer, then his principal secretary to sit in 
the Commons. This property being under the con- 
trol of Parliament, an account of the income and ex- 
penditure, would be tendered annually, specifying 
the charges for management, and the mode in which 
the whole is applied. 

It is easy to perceive, that if the whole of the Irish 
cjliurch revenues were to be resumed by the state in 
some such mode as is here specified, the real income 
would turn out to be far more considerable than 
appears upon the face of the returns, perhaps not less 
than double the amount. The fines received for the 
renewal of leases, not taken into that account, but 
which form a most material branch of revenue, now 
absorbed by the superior clergy, would go into the 
general fund, and be made available for the purposes 
of public utility. In fact, whatever comes under the 
notion of ecclesiastical property, and however now 
disposed of, would be provided for by the same 
general law, and be subject to the same management. 
If this arrangement were carried into effect, the 
annual grants to Maynooth College and to the Irish 
Presbyterians might be saved to the public, as those 
interests would be otherwise provided for. 

When the funds are realized the next question is. 
How are they to be disposed of? The solution of 
this is the more diflGicult by reason of existing pre-? 
judices, and the power that wields them>. Having 
been conceded by the State to an exclusive sect of 
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Prote^tenta for the space of nearly three centuries, 
these will naturally grasp at them in spite of the 
prior claims of the Catholics. But possession by no 
m;eahs involves an equitable right; and if the su- 
preme power does not step in to do justice, the 
common sense of mankind will arbitrate between 
the parties. It is quite clear, Ijhat until some certain 
defined principle is laid doWn tod aicted upon by the 
State in relation to this matter, and in vindication 
of a superior claim, the prize will ever be an object 
of contention-, and its decision will depend as hereto- 
fore upon the power of the sword. Besides the un- 
certainty of siwjh an appeal, if it be indeed uncertain 
when the odds are so fearfully against the Protestants, 
it is a barbarous mode of settling a political question ; 
)and that government is weak indeed, that allows 
itself to be rode rough-shod by the ecclesiastical 
.power. It iB not so in Catholic countries ; yet this 
Protestant nation, whicli boasts of its superior free- 
dom: aiid intelligence, is actually in greater thraldom 
to the priesthood than our Catholic neighbours. 
The reason of this may be it& strong sympathy with 
the aristocracy^ which upholds it for political pur- 
poses ; and their interests being mutual, it is quite 
impossible that the government of this country can 
be carried on for objects purely national until this 
power be broken. 

It is esset£tied to the well ordering of society that 
the civil power should be supri^me in all causes, lay 
and ecclesiastical. The extraordinary influence ob- 
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tallied by the clergy after the fall of the Western 
Empire^ in consequence of the gross ignorance of the 
laity introduced them to the councils of princes, and 
gave them for ages an unlimited sway in the affairs 
of the world. Their superior learning having ad- 
vanced them to temporal authority, they employed 
religious imposture to enslave the mind ; and with 
the keys of both worlds in their keeping, it is not 
surprising that they should found a dominion which 
could be undermined only by the slow progress of 
reason, amidst the opposition it had to encounter. 
The change from Popery to Protestantism made but 
little difference in the claims of churchmen, although 
the civil power asserted a supremacy. Their pre- 
tentions to church-authority, derived from the old 
story of St. Peter and his keys ; their assumption of 
worldly dignities and wealth ; and their co-ordinate 
exercise of civil functions remained the same. So 
that whatever changes passed over dogmatic theology 
and ritual observations, nothing was abated in the 
political character of the church, which continued to 
exercise an influence in civil affairs injurious to the 
interests of society, and alien to the spirit and design 
of Christianity. To this mixture of temporal objects 
with the concerns of religion, Ireland is indebted for 
what is termed Protestant ascendancy ^ with its accom* 
panying evils, bigotry, agitation, and bloodshed. 

It is not to be supposed, that the Catholics are at 
all behind their Protestant brethren in their aspir- 
ations after the honours and wealth in which they 
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have been supplanted by the dominant church. Pro- 
testants would have taught them the lesson if they 
had not learnt it before. Although now dependant 
in a great measure upon their own people for sup- 
port, it is quite natural that their clergy should wish 
to resume their former position, and that they should 
feel impatient under the control of a small body of 
men with whom they possess no kind of sympathy. 
The golden rewards ofiered to the cupidity of eccle- 
siastics will always be an object of ambition to those 
who take a secular view of religion ; and notwith- 
standing the disclaimer of the Catholics, it is easy to 
foresee that unless the Stata shall take full possession 
of the whole revenues with a view to a national dis- 
tribution, nothing can prevent their falling into 
their hands, and that at no distant period. We may 
go on to despise them as an undisciplined multitude 
unable to cope with British bayonets ; but it behoves 
us to recollect that numbers inspire a moral courage, 
and moral courage when enlisted in a rightful cause, 
is capable of creating a physical force that will sweep 
everything before it. 

The experiment of an exclusive church establish- 
ment, fostered by the State and fed with ample re- 
venues, has been tried in Ireland and proved a signal 
failure ; that is for all the legitimate purposes that 
can be assigned for so costly a machinery. What- 
ever success may have rewarded the zeal of Protes- 
tants in upholding their religion or in gaining 
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converts, belongs chiefly to the unpaid secta^ or to 
the ill*paid of the establishment, who, unfettered by, 
or breaking the trammels of episcopal regularity, 
have gone into the high-ways aiid hedges, visiting 
the cabins of wretchedness, and gaining upon the 
affections of the people by the persuasive acts of a 
pure benevolence. But the tithe-^gatherer and the 
tithe-consumer are their abhorrence, and equally so 
the ecclesiastical system which depends upon them 
for support. The Irish people know well its political 
character, and for what object it is maintained ; and 
as that object is anything but national, it is not sur- 
prising that they resort^ to exti^-legal measures to 
cut off the sinews of the system, and that the savage- 
ness of -manners which it engenders'tendsfast'to the 
dissolution of society. 

The maintepanceof Protestant ascendancy through 
the medium of an establishment, whether by building 
churches, or by any other artificial meai^, is now no 
longer possible. Whatever progress Protestantism 
may make in Ireland must be effected by a more 
rational appeal to the understandings of the people. 
Religion must come before them stripped of its se- 
cular character, and clothed in the mild spirit of 
Christianity ; they must- be instructed in their civil 
find social duties, and in the principles of morals that 
are common to all religions ; they must be trained 
early to habits of brotherly kindness and affection ; 
and experience must assure them that there is no 
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longer a distinction of caste amongst those who trisad 
the same soil, and rear its produce for the sustenance 
of man, without respect to person, sect, or party. 

Jt wjas long'siftce a favourite prqject with ;the 
Whigs to pension the Catholic clergy in order to 
bring them within the influence of the State ; and 
there are strong reasons for believing that the Tories 
a^e not' averse to such a measure. Fortunately for 
the nation, the Catholics themselves have resisted 
it, for wise and politic reasons, no doubt ; otherwise 
a generous but over-burthened people would have 
had to prpvide at this time for another swarm of 
cjergy, whose claims it must be confessed are quite 
SIS good in principle as any that pan be advanced by 
th^ir more fortunate competitors. If the project 
should ever be revived in the same way, that is by a 
PaTliamentary grant, it is to be, hoped that it will 
be successfully opposed by those who .do not wish, the 
natipn to be encumbered by anoth^f church, establish- 
ment, to kin^lle new embers of qivil strife,, already 
tPQ iium^rous for the cunning of all pur tried states- 
piei^ to smother. If it be deemed advisable ^o give 
stip/QQds to the Catholic clergy, they should arisi^ in 
all. jjjstice ftom the existing ecclesiastical reyeniies, 
seeing th^t \n foro eomdeniice they have i the jnost 
equitable right to the whole. The only mode of 
settling this question finally, because justly, is for the 
State to realize the whole of the church property in 
the manner before suggested ; and after providing 
for the education of the people, which is the first 
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thing to be attended to, then to apportion stipends 
to the teachers of religion in the three prevailing 
sects; these stipends to be regulated by a given 
scale, answering to the merits of the case, and to be 
granted only upon petition, after a proper investiga- 
tion, by persons duly authorized by the minister for 
public instruction. This would not interfere with 
the scruples of those who may choose to rely upon 
what is called " The voluntary principle ;" for as it 
gives them nothing, so it would take nothing from 
them. 

Upon a thing so arbitrary as the amount of stipend, 
it is necessary that some defined principle should be 
laid down, and the best that suggests itself is one 
that has respect partly to locality and partly to the 
number of persons constituting a congregation. Of 
the latter a minimum should be fixed, below which 
no demand could be made on the fund. The allow- 
ance might vary from £100 to £500 a year, accord- 
ing to the nature of the case. It has been contended 
by those who deny the possibility of a surplus, which 
certainly would not exist under their management, 
that an income of £300 or £400 a year is the lowest 
amount at which it would be possible to secure the 
gentlemanly services of men properly educated for 
the purpose. Besides the gross reflection conveyed 
by such a notion upon the motives of men who profess 
to be moved by the Holy Ghost when they go to the 
bishop for ordination, and who are supposed to be 
animated by an apostolical zeal for the religious 
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instruction of their neighbours, it is itself altogether 
a fallacy. If the larger stipends had been all reduced 
to that scale for the purpose of raising those that are 
beneath it, the proposition would have come with a 
somewhat better grace. But it is notorious that the 
services of the same class of men are to be obtained 
at a much lower rate, numbers of them now receiv- 
ing not more than from £50 to £75 a year. Now, if 
a man of gentlemanly education can be obtained to 
perform the work for so small a sum, as is notoriously 
the case in hundreds of instances, then all that is 
paid over and above is so much money thrown away 
or expended in a manner quite foreign to the object. 
For it cannot be pretended that the excess arising 
from the product of a living, and spent perhaps in 
another country, by a person called a rector, who 
contributes nothing in the shape of personal service, 
is at all necessary to secure the object in view, namely, 
the religious instruction of the people. This excess, 
therefore, beyoud the marketable price of labour, 
would yield a good surplus to be applied to a more 
useful purpose. The estimate here contemplated, 
however, has been formed upon a more liberal scale. 
In country pla<5es, where the Protestants are few in 
number, from £100 to £200 a year would be a suf- 
ficient remuneration where living is so much cheaper 
than it is in England; and in addition to this, 
minister's money, arising from the voluntary offerings 
of the people, might be still retained. In populous 
towns the stipend might be fixed at £300 a year. 
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By this arrangement the working clergy would in 
most cases be greatly benefited; and they are the 
only persons worth consideration in a matter* where 
the instruction of the people is concerned. As 
Catholic priests are under a vow of celibacy, a smaller 
income would suffice, say £100 in the country, and 
£200 a year in towns. The Presbyterito clergy to 
be placed upon the same footing as other Protestants. 
In the rural districts, where there are no ProtesJ- 
tants or next to none, it would be proper to give up 
the churches to the Catholics ; for it would be useless 
to retain them without a congregation, and absurd 
to do so for the sake of turning the parson into a 
sineeurist. A reservation might be made for its joint 
use by the Protestants in case they should ever be 
sufficiently nilmerous to need it, as is the practice 
upbn the continent; the times for worship to be 
arranged for the mutual convenience of both parties. 
In towns where the Protestants of either persuasion 
are of sufficient number to constitute a congregation, 
long prescription will entitle them to a preference 
in the use of the church ; and when either of the 
parties may require additional accommodation, en- 
couragement should be given to the erection of new 
buildings upon an economical plan, by contributions 
from the fund, the people requiring such advances to 
make good the remainder. To each church, let a 
dwelling-house be attached with an acre of land for 
a garden. The incidental expetices attMiding the 
administration of public worship, provided for until 
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lately by a parochial rate, would be raised more pro- 
perly by periodical collections at the church-doors, 
after the manner of the Dissenters ; and as the church 
party is in possession of the greatest wealth, it will 
require only a moderate portion of the zeal displayed 
by other i^cts to realize ample funds for the purpose. 
Under this system there would be no benefices 
without churches, nor churches without congrega- 
tions ; neither would there be any pay without the 
performance of duty by the person receiving it. 
Pluralities would cease,, and there would be no sine- 
cures for nonresidents. The drones that now infest 
the church for family or for political purposes would 
no. longer find a slumbering place to repose upon, 
nor be: fed at the expense of other m«n's labours ; 
each one. would cultivate his own vineyard, and reap 
the reward of his exertions. The office of a religious 
instructor would then stand some chance of being 
respected by the people, as his motives would not be 
suspected ; and few would enter upon the employ- 
ment without a conscientious desire to fulfil the duties 
attached to it. These duties can be performed only 
by what, are called ''The working clergy," who 
should be the only stipendaries so far as concerns 
the fund at the disposal of the State. It may be 
fairly presumed, that such a change would have a 
friendly aspect upon the relation between pastor and 
people, and that there would be more likelihood than 
there seems at present of the latter rivalling their 
Scottish neighbours in moral and religious knowledge. 
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If it be asked, what is to be done with the superior 
clergy ? That is with those who do not sustain the 
pastoral office, such as bishops, deans, canons, pre- 
bendaries, and a variety of other official personages 
who serve to swell the pomp of an establishment, 
but contribute nothing to the people in the shape of 
religious instruction, the answer is, that under this 
system the State does not interfere in any way with 
their appointoient, nor does it provide for their 
support. It leaves Catholics and Protestants pre- 
cisely upon the same footing. The former elect 
their bishops and support them ; the latter should 
do the same. In a country like Ireland where there 
are so few Protestants of the Episcopal persuasion, 
it would be as useless as it would be offensive to map 
the whole country into dioceses, as under the old 
regimen. Wisdom would suggest an entirely new 
arrangement, more conformable to the interests of 
religion, and to the efficiency of that mode of dis- 
cipline. Of those who do not indulge the vagaries 
of apostolical succession there are many who prefer 
the episcopal form of church-government as most 
conducive to order, and the fittest channel for the con- 
veyance of ordination. These may be left like other 
people to follow out their own plan ; for with the in- 
ternal economy of sects, the State can have no pre- 
tence to interfere. If such persons, therefore, desire 
a long catalogue of idlers under an imposing array of 
ecclesiastical names, it would be competent^ for them 
to realize their wishes, only the burthen of supporting 
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th«m should rest with themselves. The toys of full- 
grown children are always costly ; and if they delight 
to play with them, it is hut just that it should be at 
their own expense. 

A bishop being an overseer of the flock, according 
to the original meaning of the term, one such might 
be placed in every large town, where there is a popu- 
lation of Protestant Episcopalians, giving him a 
district su£Bicient to form a council of Presbyters 
within a convenient distance, over whom he should 
preside, and without whose advice and assistance he 
should perform no act of an ecclesiastical nature; the 
Presbyters to elect their own bishop from amongst 
themselves upon every vacancy. For his maintenance 
he should have the principal church in the town with 
a stipend of £500 a year ; and to assist him in his 
pastoral duties, which he would have in common 
with the other parochial clergy, he may be allowed 
a curate with a sufficient salary, say £200 a year, to 
be paid from the ecclesiastical fund. If it should be 
thought needful to raise his revenues to a larger 
amount agreeably to the notions which some men 
attach to the episcopal dignity, let the clergy within 
his district tax their own livings for the purpose, at 
a rate to be settled amongst themselves; for it is 
only equitable that those who desire the benefits of 
an episcopate should contribute towards its support. 
An appeal might also be made .to the generosity of 
its lay-supporters, whose zeal for the cause, if we may 
judge by some late displays of it, would no doubt 
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induce them to contribute of their superfluous wealth, 
in order to give all the consequence they desire to 
the episcopal office. They might adopt the custom 
of an annual benevolence, if so inclined, in the shape 
of a new-year's gift, or bishop's offering. As the 
attendance of the bishops in Parliament would be 
dispensed with, and they would be relieved from the 
secular affairs that now entangle them, a much 
smaller income than they now enjoy would suffice 
for all useful purposes. They would also have naore 
leisure to devote themselves to spiritual objects, and 
if they are so inclined to literary pursuits. 

One of the arguments insisted upon by the Episco- 
palians for the retention of sinecures, is, that they 
are so many prizes held out as rewards for the en- 
couragement of talent, which would not he forth- 
coming without such an excitement. This is no 
better than a libel upon learning and genius, ta say 
nothing of religion ; and it may be presumed that 
the diligent portion of the clergy are not at all 
flattered by this impeachment of thir motives. Be- 
sides, it is one of those fallacies that impose upon 
nobody ; for it is quite notorious, that these prizes 
are awarded most generally to the sons and aephews 
of bishops, the relatives and friends of cotirtiers, or 
the lucky tutors of ministers of state. The road to 
preferment has been usually through any channel 
rather than the right one; professional eminence 
being of small account with politicians who have the 
richer prizes at their disposal, and with whom reli- 
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gion is of inferior consequence to political influence. 
But the pretence set up for sinecures will not bear 
examination, and, happily, the feeling of the age is 
against thein. 

With regard to patronage, when it shall cease to 
be a traffic for money and influence, or a bounty 
upon idleness, as would be the case under the pro- 
posed system, its value would sink considerably in 
the market. Lay pitrons would no long^ have the 
strong motives that now impel them, and might be 
induced to rdifKjuish the right altogether. But if 
retained, its exercise would be subject to the approval 
of the bishop and his clergy ; aiwi the congregation 
in all cases should have a veto upon the choice of the 
person who is to be. their spiritual instructor. The 
recommendation of the bishojp and clergy would have 
the advantage of securing an efficient and properly 
qualified ministry, whilst the veto of the people would 
guard against the imposition of a spiritual guide who 
may chance to be obnoxious to them. None but 
natives should be promoted to Irish livings ; and it 
is desirable that they should be taught their vernac- 
ular language to prevent the inconvenience of speak- 
ing in an unknown tongue. 

In order to Secure the advantages of a learned mi- 
nistry (and none but empiricB in religion will under- 
value its importance) one or miore national universi- 
ties should be establish^, in order to afford a liberal 
education to those classes of the people that are in 
circumstances to afford it ; and to diffuse its benefits 
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as widely as possible, the expense should not be 
greater than is necessary to procure the best mate* 
rials for the purpose. As there is no royal road to 
learning, there should be no distinction in the treat- 
ment of the students, nor in the habits they wear. 
Expensive amusements should be avoided and encou- 
ragement given to manly exercises. Every thing in 
the shape of dissipation should be proscribed, and no 
debts allowed to be contracted without the permis- 
sion of the tutors. If the universities consist of an 
assemblage of colleges, as seems desirable for the 
preservation of discipline where large numbers are 
congregated together, each college would have its 
head, its tutors, and its subordinate officers. In 
some, a particular branch of study might be pursued 
with greater vigour than others, such as national 
law, medicine, mathematics and physics ; but a ge- 
neral education should be given in all. 

Knowledge, natural and moral, so far as the same 
can be developed by the force of human intellect, is 
the proper object of public education. It belongs to 
no sect nor party, neither does it interfere with the 
dogmas of any man's creed. The instruction com- 
municated in these colleges, therefore^ would be 
neither Catholic nor Protestant, Presbyterian nor 
Episcopalian ; so that the professors of the sciences 
might be selected from either indiflferently, with a 
sole reference to personal fitness. For, it would be 
absurd to suppose that the profession of any parti- 
cular class of religious tenets disqualifies a man na- 
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turally for teaching the sciences. In spite of the 
arrogant pretensions set up by the church of England 
to a monopoly of education, and conceded too rea- 
dily by the state, the practice of continental Europe 
would give the lie to so idle a fiction. 

But if college instruction be of that universal na- 
ture that all sects might reap its advantages without 
injury to their religious scruples, it by no means 
follows that religion should be banished altogether 
from these seminaries. There is an easy way of 
compounding the matter without violating the sanc- 
tuary of conscience, or feeding the bigotry of intoler- 
ants. As a considerable portion of the students 
would be intended for the profession of divinity and 
others might have a laudable desire to become ac- 
quainted with the subject, the difficulty would be 
met by connecting with each university three schools 
of Theology for Catholics, Presbyterians, and Epis- 
copalian Protestants, headed by professors of each 
faith. These would deliver lectures upon the eviden- 
ces of Christianity, upon the transmission and inter- 
pretation of the sacred books, upon ecclesiastical 
history and upon the tenets of their respective creeds ; 
and the stadents from all the colleges would be al- 
lowed to attend the Theological schools, making their 
own selection according to their respective tastes and 
inclinations, guided as they would be in most cases 
by the wishes of their parents. Three chapels should 
also be attached to each university iot the celebration 
of public worship according to each mode ; and the 
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students should be required to attend one or other of 
these twice every Sunday, as also for daily prayers. 
According to this arrangement, there are probably 
but two classes of people whose religious scruples 
would be materially aflfected, the Jews and Quakers ; 
and these being minor sects there could be no incon- 
venience in allowing them small chapels for the 
celebration of their harmless worship in their own 
way. 

In this enumeration of sects, I have confined my- 
self to ecclesiastical diflferences ; for those of a doc- 
trinal nature are the less necessary to provide for, 
because amongst the adherents to each, in spite of 
recognized creeds, and formularies, there will be 
found persons professing every shade of opinion upon 
the most important subjects, whether these respect 
the nature of the Supreme Being or the terms of ac- 
ceptance with him. Amongst the tutors and pro- 
fessors, therefore will necessarily be found these dif- 
ferences, which besides administering to individual 
tastes, will possess the advantage of stimulating in- 
quiry, and of fixing more effectually a rational con- 
viction of religious truth. To the objection that has 
been raised against the admission of opposing opini- 
ons into schools of learning, as calculated to unsettle 
the mind and give currency to error, it may be an- 
swered, that the imposition of creeds offers no secu- 
rity against these effects, which will work their way 
silently if not allowed to do so openly. As creeds 
are human compositions, the chances are always 
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against their truth, sufficiently so certainly to war- 
rant examination and possibly their rejection, for it 
is not to be expected that any creed-maker can draw 
all mankind along with him. Besides no religion 
is worth teaching that will not bear examination, and 
it is the business of the tutor to state all opinions fair- 
ly, so that the student may be at no loss for argu- 
ments to defend those that come home to his convic- 
tion. But, after all, it is facts rather than opinions 
that the tutor has to deal with ; and it is upon these 
that the student should be instructed to build his 
faith. 

In a scheme for national education, the creeds and 
articles that serve to fix the boundaries of particular 
sects must be wholly discarded. The only test at all 
necessary is a declaration upon entrance in the na- 
ture of an engagement to observe the rules of the 
college, and the laws of the university ; a breach of 
them to be punished by expulsion. The arguments 
advanced in behalf of creeds by those who advocate 
an exclusive system of education are completely nul- 
lified by the experience of mankind, as well as by 
common sense. An uniformity of opinion it is be- 
yond their power to produce, and a blind assent is 
worse than useless, its natural tendency being to 
convert men into fools or hypocrites. If the mind 
be unemployed, it can produce no effect, and its 
certain result will be an inglorious inanity. If di- 
rected into a single channel, it will be like teaching 
geography through the medium of a map of a single 
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country; ignorance and bigotry cannot fail to be 
the consequence. The effects of the exclusionary 
system are to be seen daily in the very partial and 
limited information of those who aspire to be the 
teachers of religion, and in the bitterness which 
fliey indulge towards persons of other creeds. The 
only cure for these evils is a liberal education con- 
ducted upon the principles of investigation, and of 
a free converse with men and things ; and the last 
is only to be attained in a mixed community. It 
has been often argued, that the natural tendency of 
this mixture of persons of different creeds is to pro- 
duce strife and contention; therefore controversy 
must not be encouraged. It should not be allowed 
indeed to interfere with the regular routine of stu- 
dies, which the authority of the master will be suffi- 
cient to prevent. But, not to observe, that the opi- 
nions of a youth can be of little value until he has 
made them his own by enquiry, the circumstance of 
collision is calculated to sharpen his faculties and to 
store his mind with ideas which he would not other- 
wise possess. Private debating societies amongst 
young men of different opinions during the hours of 
relaxation, if conducted with decorum, would have 
an admirable tendency to enlarge the mind, and to 
communicate those facilities for public speaking 
which are useful in so many walks of life. The in- 
conveniences that are anticipated may be counter- 
acted by prudent management, and it may be pre- 
sumed that sych an employment would be fully as 
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useful as bacchanalian clubs^ or hours wasted in fri-r 
volous amusements. 

It is not pretended that the extinction of sectarian 
ascendancy which has been maintained hitherto by 
an exclusive establishment in connection with affili- 
ated political societies, will be an effectual cure for 
all the evils that have hitherto afflicted Ireland. As 
one of the master abuses that stands in the way of 
just and impartial government, its removal will go 
far towards the cure of popular discontent, and the 
furtherance of schemes for the civilization and im- 
provement of the people. This establishment has 
been always considered by them as the evil genius 
presiding over their destinies, leading to endless 
strifes, tumults, and bloodshed. If the system were 
the best that human genius could devise, still being 
at variance with the feelings of the people, it is ab^ 
surd and unstatesman-like to persist in its retention. 
A quiet death is upon every account preferable to a 
violent one, which otherwise most assuredly awaits 
it, and will sweep away the whole of its revenues. 
The supporters of the Protestant party, as they call 
themselves 'par excellencey are much mistaken in 
their efforts to make a religious question of it as be- 
tween Protestant and Catholic. It is purely a nati- 
onal one between the established church of Ireland 
and nine-tenths of the population, professing for the 
most part the Roman Catholic religion. In the pre- 
servation of that establishment a very considerable 
portion of the Protestants of England, Scotland and 
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Wales possess no sympathy, and will never be in- 
duced to fight for it. Those therefore who array 
the millions in one island against the millions in the 
other, overreach themselves ; for, if the votes were 
taken, the probability is, that the church of Eng- 
land and Ireland would be found in the minority. 

If the incubus that now presses upon the peace and 
prosperity of Ireland were removed, the means might 
be found to raise the people from their moral and poli- 
tical degradation. The wealth now expended on a 
few Protestants might be made available for the edu- 
cation of the whole people ; and without education 
it would be in vain to expect from them either obe- 
dience to the laws, or such an use of their rational 
powers as would turn to their own benefit or to the 
advantage of society. In order to this, schools must 
be established in ev^ry town and village of the island 
not upon the sectarian system of creeds and cate- 
chisms, which has been the nursery of ignorance 
and the bane of Charity, but upon the broad princi- 
ples of national utility, supplying all the materials 
for an useful education, and embracing all the chil- 
dren of the community. To secure their efficacy, 
the machinery of the schools must be worked by 
competent persons educated expressly for the purpose, 
with a sufficient salary annexed to their office. The 
education dispensed in these seminaries should be 
adapted to the genius and the future prospects of the 
scholars, whether for trade, agriculture or the learn- 
ed professions; and if some rational amusements and 
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athletic exercises were incorporated in the system, 
they would produce a beneficial effect in after life, 
substituting habits of refinement for those of a gross 
and demoralizing nature^ that now pervade both Irish 
and English society* Reason would- guide the mas- 
ter in classing his pupils according to their respective 
ages apd capacities ; and to facilitate this, an elemen-* 
tary school should be annexed to each establishment, 
from whence the children might be drafted at the 
discretion of the master. In these schools religion 
should not be taught as a science, being a fitter subject 
for an university education ; but the pupils may be 
instructed in the principles of morals, and trained 
in virtuous habits, which will surround them with a 
moral atmosphere, favourable to the cultivation of 
piely, and the developement of the best affections. 
Discarding the patch- work morality which engenders 
hatred and strife, the young should be taught to love 
each other as the children of one common parent, 
to whom they will be accountable hereafter for their 
actions. They should be made early to distinguish 
between real and artificial knowledge; between that 
which we derive from experience, and that which we 
receive upon the report of others. Instead of super- 
ceding the judgment ^nd torturing the mind with un- 
inielligible dogmas embodied in catechisms, it should 
be led by easy steps to profitable knowledge, and im- 
pressed with generous sentiments, taking care to en- 
list the affections in the cause of kindness and charity; 
we shall then go far in creating a moral and virtuous 
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population, the best ground work for the peace of 
society. Then, whatever creed may be impressed 
upon the child by his parents, who are his natural 
instructors in such matters, he will have learned so 
much of Christianity as to love his neighbour, and 
respect his scruples, and instead of pointing him out 
as an object of hatred for his opinions, he will rather 
pity him for his errors, whilst he treats him as a man, 
and as a brother. 

In a well-ordered community, the school ^disci- 
pline will extend to all children from the age of six 
to that of fourteen, no child to be employed during 
the intervening years in any work of labour, ex- 
cepting by its own parents or guardians, and not by 
them during school hours. The strong attachment 
to liberty so conspicuous in the British and Irish 
people, although without any well defined notions 
upon the subject, would seem to present a formida- 
ble obstacle to any compulsory system of education. 
Yet if this liberty be so far restrained that we punish 
men for the commission of crime, there seems no 
very good reason why the laws should not take cog- 
nizance of the best method to prevent it. We con- 
sider it a great offence (and justly so) for any man to 
trespass on his neighbour's property, or to offend his 
senses by open acts of indecency ; yet it may be 
doubted if a civilized community has any more right 
to tolerate ignorance than it has to tolerate vice, 
which is its natural offspring. Education has been 
justly considered as one of the most valuable 'gifts 
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that a parent can bestow upon his children, and the 
want of it has been severely felt by those who have 
broken through the disadvantages of early life, and 
have risen to opulence. It is now too late to combat 
the reasons that have been urged against universal 
education, since all sects and parties are now em- 
barked in it, striving to outvie each other, not per- 
haps from the best motives, but with sufficient zeal 
to sanction the principle and produce a beneficial 
result. It is true, there are other evils at work in 
society besides ignorance that contribute their share 
to the production of crime, which is not confined 
altogether to the uneducated. Perhaps vice will be 
found to prevail most in the two extremes of society, 
arising no doubt from different causes sufficiently 
obvious not to be mistaken. Bnt if any proof were 
wanting, besides the reason of the thing, of the 
power of education in the mitigation of crime, it is 
furnished by some statistical tables published in 
France, which give the following results, being the 
yearly average for five years, from 1828 to 1832. 
Persons wholly untaught . . ... 4471 

Persons who can read and write but a little 2026 
Persons who can read or write well .... 746 
Persons having received a degree of instruction 

beyond mere reading and writing 172 

The undue importance attached to the church 
establishment, chiefly upon account of its enormous 
revenues and its political influence, although dis- 
guised under the mask of religion, has made large 
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draughts upon popular credulity ; but it is at length 
discovered that the system has acted with a paralytic 
eflPect upon the progress of knowledge, and the real 
interests of religion. By an act passed in the 28th year 
of King Henry the VIII. and still unrepealed, every 
clergyman upon being inducted into his benefice, 
was made to swear that he would maintain a school 
for the education of the people of his parish ; a por- 
tion of his revenues being then considered as sacred 
to that purpose. Whether the oath be now taken is 
unknown to the writer ; but the rest of the act has 
become a dead letter. Instead of being the guardians 
of education, the clergy were long opposed to, or 
neglected it altogether as concerns the poor, until 
aroused from their apathy by the exertions of other 
sects. As a natural consequence, their pulpit ser- 
vices, for which they are so well paid, are thrown 
away upon those who stand in most need of them ; 
the poor having an inaptitude for instruction by 
reason of their ignorance, or absenting themselves 
altogether for want of sufficient motives^ to command 
their attendance. Without wishing to undervalue 
the benefit that is derived, or supposed to be derived 
from the services of the clergy, it may be safely as- 
serted, (and anyone who chooses may satisfy himself 
of the fact,) that in all populous plafces this benefit 
is conferred chiefly upon those who can afford to pay 
for it, and actually do so in those churches that are 
most resorted to. For many years past an attendance 
upon public worship has become so much a matter of 
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fa&hion, that the poor, if they were disposed to at- 
tend, are nearly excluded for want of accommodation. 
In the new churches, indeed, some provision has 
been made for remedying this evil*; but it is quite a 
mistaken notion, that the mere building of churches 
is adequate to supply the ignorant with the sort of 
instruction which they stand in most need of. 

The argument to be drawn from these facts is, 
that the wealth of the Church is now inefficiently 
appropriated, and would turn to much better account 
if devoted to the education of the people upon a large 
and comprehensive scale, preparing them to receive 
with much better effect any instruction that might be 
given them from the pulpit and reading desk. In 
point of practical utility, no man in his right mind 
will pretend to deny, that the services of the clergy- 
man are secondary to those of the schoolmaster; al- 
though craft in the first instance and afterwards poli- 
tical expediency assigned him a post in society alto- 
gether incompatible with his legitimate functions. 
It is no compliment to the system of religion mis- 
named the Church of Ireland, to rest its existence 
upon the retention of its temporal revenues. If worth 
preserving, the withdrawment of the whole would 
not affect its stability, but would tend most probably 
to promote its efficiency. When thrown upon pub- 
lic opinion, like other sects its merits will be can- 
vassed with greater impartiality; and as these are 
represented to be above all praise, they will not 
shine by a borrowed lustre, but receive all the sup- 
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port that can be exacted from its most devoted ad- 
mirers. Large as are the sums raised by other Pro- 
testant sects, as well as by the Roman Catholics, 
they are drawn almost entirely from the middle clas- 
ses. But the church establishment boasts aristocratic 
patronage, and encloses within its fold, as we are 
informed by its advocates, all the wealth and intel- 
ligence of the land. With such high pretensions, 
such ample funds, and so much zeal displayed in its 
behalf, there can be no deficiency in the supplies 
that are now coveted as earnestly as if the kingdom 
of heaven was in danger. But a prudent foresight 
may supersede the necessity for levying so large a 
demand upon the sympathies of Churchmen. All 
the real wants of Protestantism may be adequately 
supplied, and leave a large surplus for national edu- 
cation. It is not difficult to foresee, that unless the 
revenues are so appropriated, and that promptly, the 
whole will be swept away, the tithes into the pockets 
of the landlords, and the church lands into others 
equally unclerical. 

It would be a gross deception practised upon the 
public if it were pretended that the settlement of this 
cnurch question even upon so rational a basis as is 
here suggested, would produce a sudden revolution 
in the minds and habits of the Irish people, so as to 
reconcile them to their condition, and put an end to 
all motives for agitation. The removal of so capital 
a grievance would no doubt accomplish much, al- 
though time must be allowed for cooling the pas- 
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sions that have been brought into play by the acts 
of the spoiler. Poverty is another load upon the 
shoulders of the people that requires instant relief: 
for wherever it exists in any extensive degree, it will 
always furnish reasons for discontent, and a state of 
ignorance bordering upon barbarism will give it a 
lawless and savage direction.. Education will provide 
the means for removing those anomalies in the poli- 
tical world which press upon industry, and counter- 
act the beneficent designs of nature. It will raise 
man from that state of degradation which is the con- 
sequence of ignorance, and enable him to employ 
his powers, both moral and physical, in the improve- 
ment of his condition, and in the advancement of 
human happiness. Whether a system of poor laws 
be desirable for Ireland is a matter for grave deliber- 
ation. There can be no doubt that nature intended 
every man to live by his labour ; but the appropria- 
tion of the soil having restricted his means by accu- 
mulating the portions of many in the hands of one, 
society is bound to provide some remedial measure 
to compensate for the loss sustained by such an ar- 
rangement. The poor are therefore a rent charge 
upon the land-owners, upon whom they have every 
natural as well as moral claim for subsistence. 

But besides the evils here glanced at there are 
other obstacles in the way of improvement, which 
it will be well for our legislators to look fully in the 
face so as to supply an adequate remedy. Nature, all 
bountiful in her provisions, hasJ caused the earth and, 
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its surrounding elements to teem with abundance 
for the supply of man in all his varied necessities. 
His constitution mental and physical is also admira- 
bly adapted to enable him to avail himself of this 
Isupply ; and if feeble as an isolated individual, he 
becomes strong in society, a leading object of which 
is tbe.developement of his powers, and the giving 
them an useful direction. Hence, the vast import- 
ance of an adherence to nature so fax as is compatible 
with the ends of society in political institutions^ It 
may so happen that the advantage of Uving in a 
civilised community may be purchased at too dear a 
rate ; and this is just so when any considerable por- 
tion of the people become tillers of the soil, but are 
shut out excepting in the very slightest degree from 
any participation of its produce. Poland which has 
been blotted out from the list of nations presents an 
example of this sort, and Ireland affords aaother. 
If the union were dissolved to morrow, and no steps 
taken to remedy this evil, the people would profi.t no- 
thing; they would but exchange their task masters, 
and the lands their feudal proprietors. Before Ire- 
land can prosper, the people must be raised from 
their state of beggary, destitution must give place 
to a tolerable share of comfort, and their demoral- 
ising cabins which associate them with the brute cre- 
ation must be replaced by something like human 
cottages. In order to this, some attempt must be 
made towards effecting a wider distributi<Hi of pro- 
perty. According to returns that have been n^ade 
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upon the subject, it appears that more than 19-20tbs 
of the whole real property in the CQuntry, is posses- 
sed by a handfnl of Protestants, mostly absentees, 
and as much foreigners as if they resided in Hun- 
gary. To aggravate the evil, a class of semi-land- 
lords are introduced to enrich themselves at the joint 
expense of the proprietor and the tenant ; for the 
accommodation of the one and the oppression of the 
other. This system of underletting has been long 
the bane of Ireland, and can tend only to the im- 
poverishment of tbe many, for the sake of enriching 
the few. 

The proprietors of the soil should live upon that 
soil, and manage their own affairs, if they wish tbemt 
to be managed well. This is a compensation which 
they owe to their tenants, with whom they should 
be in frequent coaraiumcation, protecting their in- 
terests, and seeing that they are not oppressed. A» 
they derive their wealth from the soil, it would be 
no trangression of nature's laws if it were spent in 
iJie country where it is produced ; indeed, some^ 
might argue, without being thought ridiculous, that 
it would contribute materially towards its prosperity. 
The great di£Btcullrf is, how to effect so great a good 
without violence, which would be only shilking the 
evil. There are two ways of doing it without loss, 
if the English proprietors could be brought to so 
cheap a mode of displaying their |tiaLtriotism. One is 
by disposing of their landa in convenient portions to 
natives, or to new settlers, as purchasers may arise^ 
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increasing thereby the number of proprietors and 
consequently of consumers ; the other is by alienating 
their lands to younger branches of their own families 
upon the express condition of their becoming domi- 
ciled in the country. In addition to this the intro- 
duction of gavel-kind would be one of the greatest 
blessings that could befall the people. The only 
plausible objection to this is, that the entail of pro- 
perty, agreably to the custom of primogeniture, is 
necessary to the preservation of an aristocracy. Even 
if this were the case, it may be doubted if the bene- 
fit be not purchased at too dear a rate. But ad- 
mitting the utility of such a class, which it is not in- 
tended to deny, there are means for its preservation 
without so flagrant a violation of the laws of nature. 
Superabundant wealth is by no means necessary to 
constitute an aristocracy as some of our peers can tes- 
tify ; and as there should be no restraint upon proper- 
ty except in cases of intestacy, and of the failure of 
direct heirs, it would be always competent to the 
head of a family to transmit a sufficient portion of it 
with the family residence to his next representative. 
There is also such a thing as an aristocracy of talent, 
which in the eye of reason has the best title to govern- 
ment : and if the legislative peers were to be made 
elective, it would obtain that influence in human 
affairs to which it is every way entitled. Certain it 
js, that nothing can compensate for the evils that 
flow from the law as it now exists, a law in opposi- 
tion to nature, demoralizing in its effects, and inju- 
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lious to that liberty which is the natural birth-right 
of nations. 

It would tend much to the prosperity of Ireland, 
and to the creation of a resident gentry, if it possessed 
provincial assemblies in the form of parliaments, say 
four in number, answering to the four provinces, 
for the transaction of all local concerns that come 
before the legislature in the shape of private bills, 
such as canals, rail-roads, bridges, hospitals, gaols, 
and other matters of petty legislation. The details 
in all such cases, and the private interests likely to 
be affected, would be best understood in the vici- 
nity of the places where they are wanted ; and any 
general regulations to curb monopolies or injurious 
speculation, might be fit subjects as national measures 
for the imperial parliament. In order to give the 
effect of law to such local acts, they may be sub- 
mitted to the privy council, and if there approved 
receive the king's signature. Much of the time 
now consumed upon such subjects to the great delay 
of public business in the national legislature would 
be saved thereby, and it would have more leisure to 
attend to the political and financial concerns of the 
country. 

No government can be carried on in a safe and sa- 
tisfactory manner that is not assisted by the voice of 
the people. This can be obtained only through the 
medium of popular institutions based upon the 
principle of representation ; and the more widely this 
principle is diffused, the greater will be the security 
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for rational liberty^ and for the stability of the state. 
The best mode of government is that presenting a 
system of checks rising one above the other ; for 
man is too imperfect a being to be trusted with ir* 
responsible power. It is therefore necessary to di^ 
vide the powers of government by the institution of 
local assemblies, that the people may be taught to 
govern themselves, and assist in revolving the wheels 
of society. In order to this every town and village 
in the island should possess an efficient local govern* 
ment for the management of its own concerns, and 
to be answerable for the peace and good conduct of 
the inhabitants. When sufficiently large to admit of 
% municipal corporation, it is decidedly the best form ; 
and to secure the reject and confidence of the peo- 
ple, it must be based upon popular eleclioB, the 
qualification being that of a householder. Even the 
smallest village should not be without a resident au*- 
thority to arbitrate differences and to preserve the 
peace. AU towns i^ould possess a resident magis* 
traey ; and villages also where such can be obtained. 
In the construction of these authorities it may be 
needless to remark, that the varieties of opinion per- 
vading the nation, whether they be political or reli- 
gious, should form no consideration : for justice, 
peace, order, and good government belong to no sect 
nor party, or rather, all are concerned alike in their 
preservation. With a government thus wisely ordered 
and skilfully managed through its varied mechanism, 
with an educated people and a removal of all just 
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grounds for complaint, ariBing from sectarian parti- 
ality or local abuses^ and with a gradual diffusion of 
property so as to furnish employment for the people^ 
and enable them to reap the reward of their labour 
there would be no need of a standing army ; peace 
and goodwill would take the place of discord and 
hatred, and the country might be made to produce an 
ample supply for all the wants of the inhabitants. 

It is in vain that we seek a remedy for national 
diseases by patch-work legislation, endeavouring to 
accommodate the interests of particular parties by con- 
ceding from time to time just so much and no more 
than is absolutely necessary to avert the inconve^ 
nience of a dangerous pressure from without. A wise 
statesman will instruct himself in the true principles 
of government, as founded upon the capabilities 
of man and his wants in society. Whatever dif* 
ficulties obstruct his path, he will still keep these 
principles in view, adapting his means to the 
end, remembering that government is a human device 
for restraining the bad passions of our nature, and 
assisting the people by wise institutions to produce 
for themselves the largest amount of happiness. For 
the accomplishment of these objects he will encourage 
knowledge and industry, he will remove the barriers 
that have been raised by ignorance and error, and 
substituting reason for prejudice he will no lon- 
ger think of governing a people upon the narrow 
principle of setting one portion of them in hostile ar- 
ray against the other ; the natural effect of all ex- 
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elusive systems, whether in politics or in religion. 
The wisest course in political affairs is always the 
safest. As reason unfolds men become acquainted 
with their rights, which are not to be measured by 
the caprice of governors, nor by the dogmas embo- 
died in creeds ; neither would they, in truth, be so 
judged of, were it not for the appropriation of ec* 
clesiastical wealth in subserviency to the schemes of 
politicians. Upon this point, Ireland demands and 
must obtain justice ; not by the transfer of power 
from one party to another, but by an equalization of 
political rights, and an impartial distribution of pub- 
lic benefits. It will be wise, therefore, to lay down 
in time a just and liberal scheme of government for 
Ireland, banishing for the moment the priests of all 
sects in oblivion, .and dealing with the people as citi- 
zens of a free state, entitled to equal laws, and these 
adapted to their nature as reasonable beings and 
moral agents, possessing all the capabilities under 
proper management of becoming a great, an enlight- 
ened, and a prosperous nation. 

It would be too much to hope for such a desirable 
system of government from men intent only upon 
power and patronage to advance the interest of a 
party. By such the author's lucubrations will be 
treated as Utopian, and called impracticable. The 
practicability of a thing, however, is only relative. 
If not opposed to nature there are means in being for 
its accomplishment; and the obstacles being of a 
moral kind, are capable of being overcome. That 
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they will be 80 is another thing; but we are |not to 
confound the possible with the impossible because it 
is the pleasure of statesmen to do so for their own 
convenience. Those who have watched the progress 
of events during the last half century, have wit- 
nessed changes quite as improbable as any that are 
here indicated. Years before they happened, they 
would have been set down as Utopian because incom- 
patible with the policy which statesmen judged it for 
their interest to follow ; but public opinion proving 
too strong for them, they succumbed to necessity. 
It may be so with regard to Ireland. But if they re- 
main obstinate, the laws that bind the two countries 
together will be as the cords that bound Sampson, 
and meet with no better fate; and the opportunity 
for substituting a government of reason for one of 
force will be lost for ever. In that case, those who 
IIQW hold the destinies of Ireland will look back with 
regret upon their own infatuation, and see how Uto- 
pian were their own schemes for propping up a crazy 
system that required only the touch of reason to 
crumble it about their ears. 

There is no lack of venal and soft-headed persons 
to raise the hue and cry against honest men who 
prescribe a disagreeable remedy for national diseases. 
At one time, the church is said to be in danger; and 
the state being always secondary according to ap- 
proved usage, is lost sight of in the greater calamity.* 

* At aU public dinners given by a certain political party, the stand- 
ing toast is "Cburcb and King;" a somewhat curious reversal of 
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To be sure, the notioa id somewhat stale ; yet having 
suoeeeded heretofore in catching so many fools, it is 
not surprizing that knaves should still resort to it as 
a tempting bait for so useful a purpose. But men 
are grown somewhat wiser, so that it does not succeed 
quite so well as it did in the days of Sacheverell and 
Lord George Gordon. It is now found out, that 
the revenues of the clergy are not the church, that 
deans and chapters are not religion, and that the 
office of a christian bishop is somewhat different from 
that of a Lord bishop. Those who have paid any at- 
tention to inquiries so foreign to the habits of states- 
men need not be informed that religion is wholly a 
concern between man and his maker, that the ad- 
ministration of it is a matter of taste and convention 
regulated by the opinions of the parties, and that it 
can subsist by its own energies without the interven- 
tion of cunning men to prostitute it for their own 
temporal advantage. Those who represent the poli- 
tical establishment of Christianity as essential to its 
preservation, entertain very mean notions of the 
subject, as well as of the motives that actuate its 
teachers. If they believed themselves they might be 

the ordet of loyalty not quite in barmony with the law of the hmd. 
But when the fumes of intemperance take possession of the brain 
our thorough-paced royalists are not always regardful of consequen- 
ces. They may be excused, therefore, in such fits of absence for 
taking an excursion to the land of the Monikins where the tail is in 
greater request than the head, the post of honour being assigned to 
the former in exact proportion to the length and breadth tiiereof . 
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se&t to the college of fishennen to correct their opin^ 
ions ; but knowledge and experience are thrown away 
upon men who identify religion with worldly digni^ 
tieSi and consider it of no value when shorn of po- 
litical influence. 

A system of religion adapted chiefly to cour^ 
tiers and country gentlemen, for whose benefit 
it mainly exists, is undeserving the comprehen- 
sive character of a national establishment. Such 
persons are fully able to bear the expense of its main- 
tenance without drawing upon funds that would be 
applied more appropriately in providing instruction 
for those who cannot afford to pay for it« The spec- 
tral apparitions that pass before the eyes of certain 
politicians inducing an uneasy trembling for religion 
are nothing more Uian a hypocritical pretence for 
saving the pockets of the rich. That the support of 
Christianity depends not upon a well paid army of 
ecclesiaatics in the keeping of the state, is apparent 
from the successful exertions of the unpaid sects. It 
is true their clergy lay no claim to apostolical succes- 
sion, nor do they pretend to extraordinary gifts ; and 
they may be so far unfortunate. They are also less 
learned, less polite, and less burthened with wealth 
than those within the pale ; yet in spite of these dis- 
advantages they are treading fast upon the heels of 
the establishment, and supplanting it in the aflec^ 
tions of the common people. Whatever may be the 
quality of their teaching, their indefatigable labours 
betoken any thing but an indifference to Christianity, 
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but their zeal for its diffusion will bear a safe com- 
parison with that of the stipendiaries of the establish- 
ment. Should these therefore desert their posts as 
seems to be apprehended, there need be no alarm for 
the fate of Christianity, which has so many to plead 
for it without their allurements. For some of the 
disadvantages experienced by the clergy of other 
sects, they are to be lightly reproached by their epis- 
copal brethren, since it is to them that they are in^ 
debted for their inferiority. Not satisfied with a 
monopoly of ecclesiastical wealth, they have taken 
care to close the doors of education to all but their 
own party, so that if churchmen are better educated 
than other people, they owe it to exclusive privileges, 
unwisely conceded by the state. Perhaps the time 
is not far distant when so absurd a distinction between 
people dwelling in the same country, speaking the 
same language, and paying taxes to the same govern- 
ment, shall be thrown down. That it should have 
existed so long is a reproach to the nation, and a 
disadvantage to the state, whose clear interest it is to 
extend the benefits of education as widely as possible. 
Narrow-minded bigots seek only the aggrandisement 
of their own party, insensible to the ridicule and 
contempt which they draw upon themselves by their 
folly ; but it is not thus that governments can afford 
to trifle with the prejudices of mankind or to alienate 
the affections of a people. Whatever pretensions 
may be advanced by interested narrow-minded per- 
sons in behalf of such a favouritism, their encourage- 
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ment by the state is nothing less than political 
insanity. 

Another deception practised upon the weak and 
timid is that of representing the friends of political 
improvement as levellers, revolutionists, and repub- 
licans. That such will be found in every country 
where distress and ignorance prevail to any extent 
is a fact not to be denied ; and that the passions of 
such may be easily excited by any adventurer who 
expects to profit by confusion, may be equally true. 
But this is nothing to the purpose, and those who 
vociferate the loudest in this way know it to be so. 
However, if it serves to catch fish in the drag net of 
party the end is answered, and those who are to 
profit by it are not very scrupulous about the meatis. 

That the events of the last century have brought 
to light many errors in society, and contributed to 
diffuse »uunder principles upon government, is a fact 
attested by legislation, as well as by the present state 
of political philosophy. The American War and the 
French Revolution were events of sufficient magni- 
tude to shake the relations of society, and give rise 
to many speculations at variance with the ancient 
systems upon which it was modelled ; nor were these 
likely to be refuted by the profligate Mars and waste- 
ful expenditure that followed. The reverse in fact 
proved to be the case; and in spite of the plottings 
of despots, assisted by the wealth and the blood of 
Englishmen, there has been a growing appetite for 
free institutions in most of the nations of Europe. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



78 

In this war of opinion the principles of govemmeat 
have been forced by necessity upon the public mind ; 
and as mankind are too apt to run into extremes, 
especially when goaded on by suffering and despair, 
it is not surprising that many should have taken re- 
fuge in republicanism as the only visible escape from 
a single despotism. But that republican principles 
prevail to any extent in the British Islands, except- 
ing periiaps amongst the lowest orders of society, is 
a notion too absurd to be entertained. Some few in 
deed may have taken them up as a matter of specu- 
lation, or as the only practical remedy in their ap- 
prehension for those constitutional diseases that have 
arisen from the overpowering influence of wealth 
and station in the control of public affairs; and ike 
best mode of confuting them is to skew that there 
are sufficient pliancies in the British constitution as- 
sisted by enlightened reason to meet this and every 
other evil. After all, it does not appear that there 
is any great disaffection to the triple form of our 
eosstitution, which is regarded by reflecting men 
as capable of realizing all the purposes of good go- 
vernment, and of moulding the institutions of the 
country so as to secure the largest measure of free- 
dom that is compatible with the public safety. 

Differences no doubt exist, as they always must 
amongst thinking men, as to the nature and extent 
of regal power, and the expenditure arising from 
the artificial trappings of monarchy ; as also upon 
tlie constitution of a peerage, and the construction 
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of a legislative assembly. Men may also entertaia 
serious doubts upon the propriety of continuing the 
heterogeneous mixture of ecclesiastics and their con- 
cerns with civil polity, viewing it as an impediment 
to legislation, and a vicious remnant of the barbaric 
ages. Upon these and other points of inferior detail 
men may differ variously, without any desire to level 
the distinctions of society^ to revolutionize the coun- 
try, or to subvert the mixed form of government 
that is entwined around the relations of British soci- 
ety. Of artful men, there are always enough to 
take advantage of the indiscretions or bad designs of 
a few, for the purpose of branding others and en- 
listing support to a cause that can be maintained 
only by misrepresentation and imposture. These 
are the arts that upright and conscientious men must 
expect to encounter, and if assailed by bitter invec- 
tive or low and vulgar abuse, they must set it down 
to a feeble cause that requires means so extraneous 
for its support. Armed with conscious rectitude they 
may defy the arts of their assailants, confident of 
sufficient power to unmask their sophistry; whilst 
scorn for the braying of fools will lead them to treat 
all their scurrility with cool contempt. 

After all that can be said, reason and experience 
are the only solid foundations for government. 
However much men have diverged from them in ac- 
commodation to circumstances, or by taking advan- 
tage of the ignorance of mankind, there is no just 
ground for fear as to the result. The violent pas- 
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sions, stimulated by interested motives, must be ex- 
pected to act upon a large portion of society until 
men are taught better. But the schoolmaster and 
the steam-engine will unite their forces to bring them 
to their senses ; and when they shall have fully de- 
veloped the powers of man, *^The strong shall be as 
tow, and the maker of it as a spark, — And the mean 
man shall be brought down, and the mighty man 
shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be 
humbled. But the Lord of Hosts shall be exalted 
in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sancti- 
fied in righteousness." 
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